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1911 while still intimating that the Opposition would adhere to their
Age 38 prjnojpai amendments, he qualified this by adding " so long as they
are free agents"—words which were generally interpreted as
meaning that they would give way before a threat to create Peers.
This, as he had foreseen, only added to the exasperation of the
" die-hards " who still professed to think that the Government were
bluffing. It was now urgently necessary that he should have the
means of undeceiving them, if he was to keep his party in hand,
and prevent the aggravation of mischief by a swamping creation of
Peers.
For some time past the King had been willing and anxious that
the facts should be disclosed. He had more and more felt the danger
of being placed in a false position, if in his friendly and private
intercourse with the leaders of the Opposition, he was obliged to
conceal from them that he had pledged himself to give effect to the
popular verdict if the need should arise. But the manner of dis-
closure had been left undecided until the occasion for it should
actually arise, and on this there were many voices. One of Lord
Lansdowne's colleagues had suggested that it should be made by
the King himself, on the ground that it would be easier for the
Peers to submit to the Royal authority than to yield or appear to
yield to " radical dictation.*' The King had no fear of exposing
himself, and, if it would have eased the situation, he was ready to
do even that. But Asquith was firm on the point that the con-
stitutional proprieties should be observed in the letter as well as the
spirit, and that there should be nothing in the form which weakened
either the theory or the fact that the King was acting on the advice
of his Ministers, and that the responsibility belonged to them* The
King was at Sandrmgham on 19th July, but after an exchange of
telegrams with him, it was arranged that the Prime Minister should
make the communication in a letter addressed simultaneously to
Lord Lansdowne and Mr, Balfour, as leaders of the Unionist Party,
He accordingly wrote the following letter :
to Mr. Balfour and Lord Lansdoime*
10 downing steeet.
20,1911.
lobd
I think it is courteous and right, before any public decisions are
to let you know how we regard the political situation,

